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In the field of classical studies, the psychoanalytic 
construction of the unconscious is rarely 
regarded as a fruitful methodological concept.

The Ancient Unconscious seeks to challenge this 
ambivalent theoretical disposition toward the 
psychoanalytic concept and reclaim the value of the 
unconscious as a methodological tool for the study 
of ancient texts by transforming our understanding 
of what the unconscious means, the way it operates, 
and how it relates to textual hermeneutics.
Features
• Explores the relationship between psychoanalysis 

and antiquity through the lens of the concept of 
the unconscious

• Offers a new methodological approach to classical 
texts which draws on novel interpretations of the 
Freudian unconscious and the Oedipus complex

• Includes innovative readings of both ancient 
authors, such as Homer, Sophocles, Virgil, 
and Artemidorus, and modern philosophers 
including Hegel, Gadamer, Nietzsche, and Freud

• Demonstrates the contribution of psychoanalysis 
to the foundation of comparative literature, 
introducing the unconscious as a central 
methodological tool for the literary comparativist
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